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Ban on “Pass-Through Pork” 
 

d 

rder to continue building public trust among the citizens of the state, state government 
t eliminate deception in the budgeting process and be transparent as to how it spends 
ayer dollars. 

ently, state law allows the deceptive practice of “pass-through pork,” whereby a 
lator directs state money from an agency to a particular spending project of the 
lator’s choosing.  This means the spending earmark is not revealed to the public 
here in any budget.  

ernor Riley issued an executive order to prohibit the practice of “pass-through pork” in 
gencies under his purview.  A statute banning this practice across state government 
ld ensure greater accountability and transparency in state budgets. 

is bill do? 

ill prohibit public funds from secretly being passed-through from one entity to another at 
irection of a member of the Legislature.  Agency directors and/or immediate 
rdinates performing or permitting such pass-through appropriations will be subject to 

iplinary action or possible dismissal. 

ll expressly protect the right of a legislator to promote or offer support for a legal and 
 program of an agency.  This law would not prohibit a member of the Legislature from 

orming his/her duties.  It would require, however, that spending on projects be included 
e budgets. 

ill provide for reporting of any illegal hidden earmarks.  Agency directors and/or 
ediate subordinates will be required to report violations to the Governor, the Ethics 
mission, the legislator involved, and the presiding officers of each house. 

ll provide penalties for violations.  Provided that an agency director or immediate 
rdinates knowingly violate the provision, they will be charged with a Class C 
emeanor, which is punishable by up to three months in jail and up to a $500 fine. 

ate 

 bill is effective immediately upon the Governor’s signature. 












